
 
 

Embracing People 
 

No matter what we’ve done or where we’ve been, God embraces us 
wholeheartedly. He wants us to walk in His grace and extend it towards 
other people. 

If you could rid the world of one thing, what would it be? 

The story of the prodigal son, which Jesus told in Luke 15:11–32, was originally 
a traditional Jewish tale in which a wayward son was publicly shamed and 
rejected by his father upon his return home. However, Jesus changed the 
ending of the story to illustrate the truth of God’s extravagant love for people 
through the father’s exuberant response to the son’s return.  

There are four attitudes reflected in the story of the prodigal son. As 
individuals and as a church body, we are to guard against two of them (the 
attitudes of the rebellious and the reproacher) and we are to walk in the other 
two (the attitudes of the repentant and the redeemer). A healthy spiritual 
family embraces and extends grace to others. 

Read Luke 15:11–32.  

1. At first glance, who do you relate to most—the prodigal son or the elder 
brother? Why? 

2. a. Why does ingratitude breed rebellion? 

 b. What is an attitude of entitlement and why is it rebellious? 
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3. How would you define repentance—what is it and what is it not? Give an 
example of a time in your life when you sounded repentant but you really 
weren’t (or vice versa). 

4. To reproach is “to find fault with” or “to blame conveyed through 
disapproval” (Dictionary.com). Reproach is rooted in pride. 

a. Why is pride always rooted in deception?  

b. When we walk in pride towards God or others, in what way(s) may we 
be deceived? 

5. Compared to the traditional telling of the story of the prodigal son, what in 
particular was Jesus trying to convey about the love of the Father for 
people, especially the “wayward” ones? How does this compare to what 
you have been taught or believed about God’s view of “waywardness” in 
the past? 

1. We all have walked in each of the four attitudes at one time or another. Is 
there an area of your life right now in which you can see that you are 
struggling with an attitude of rebellion (sinfulness/entitlement) or reproach 
(blaming God/others)? Share it with a partner or write it down. 

2. Imagine that you were face to face with the Father right now. What would 
He say to you as you repent about your rebellion or reproach? 

3. Write down your answer to the following question privately. What word(s) 
best describes your typical attitude towards “prodigal” people or those who 
are not “doing right”—condemning, judging, tolerant, understanding, 
embracing, welcoming, etc.? What word(s) best describe what you would 
like your attitude to be? 

If you have been walking in the attitudes of rebellion or reproach, take a few 
minutes to humbly repent before the Lord and ask for His redemption. Ask Him 
to fill your heart with a spirit of redemption for others. Pray for one another, 
inviting the Holy Spirit to “run” to each of you and meet you today.  
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