
 
 
 

 

God speaks to us, encourages us and imparts His gifts and power to us 

through prophetic Presbytery. 

 

If you could do any job for one day, what would it be? 

Prophetic Presbytery happens when the elders of the church lay hands on a 

believer to pray for them and prophesy over them (1 Timothy 4:14). During 

prophetic Presbytery, we receive gifts from God that help define our specific 

call to serve God and people. Prophetic Presbytery brings encouragement.  

Presbytery is about team ministry. We have many examples in Scripture of 

prophetic team ministry. Judas and Silas were a prophetic team (Acts 15:32). 

Paul instructed the Corinthian church that prophets were to work in teams of 

two or three (1 Corinthians 14:29). Paul felt so strongly about team ministry 

that he chose not to minister in Troas because he didn’t have anyone to go 

with him (2 Corinthians 2:12–13). 

Presbytery brings an impartation of God’s gifts and power. Something 

supernatural happens when we agree with God’s word and lay our hands on 

someone and give them His word for them. We not only receive gifts from God, 

but power to fulfill the prophetic words that are spoken. We know from Genesis 

1 that God creates by speaking, so when God speaks a prophetic word over our 

lives, He also sends His power within that word to fulfill it. 

God speaks encouragement to us through Presbytery. He shows us His desires 

and His heart for us. But it doesn’t automatically happen just because God said 

it—we have a part to play in seeing God’s words fulfilled. We must receive 

God’s word with faith, and then act on it. We must be careful not to neglect the 

gifts we receive from the laying on of hands (2 Timothy 1:6; 1 Timothy 4:14). We 

must give ourselves to God’s prophetic word and fight the spiritual battles that 

come against us in the process of seeing it fulfilled (1 Timothy 1:18–20, 4:15). 
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1. Choose which of the following best describes you: 

a.  The spiritual gift of prophecy is new to me. 

b.  I’ve heard of prophecy, but I’ve never experienced Presbytery. 

c.  I’ve had bad/weird experiences with prophecy. 

d.  I love prophecy, and I love Presbytery! 

e.  I want to learn more. 

 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:29. Why do you think team ministry is important 

for Presbytery and prophetic ministry in general? 

3. What is the most recent prophetic word that was spoken to you? How 

has it impacted your life? 

4. Which spiritual gifts and calling has God imparted to you? What is your 

biggest challenge in learning how to walk in your gifts and calling? 

5. Do you have a word from God that seems slow in coming to fulfillment? 

Are you having to “fight the good fight” of faith as you wait? What is God 

teaching you in the process? 

Ask God to increase the gift of prophecy in your life. Ask Him to speak 

prophetically to your heart and through you to other people. Ask Him to give 

you prophetic words through other people. If you have not experienced 

prophetic Presbytery, ask Him to open the door for that as well! Study  

1 Corinthians 12–14 to help you better understand the gift of prophecy. 

Holy Spirit, we thank You for Your gift of prophecy that encourages us. We 

praise You, Jesus, for the power in Your word. Father, we submit to You the 

gifts and calling You have placed in us. Please help us to glorify You by going 

after all that You have called us to. 
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